GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
REAL PROPERTY TAX APPEALS COMMISSION
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Administrative Meeting Minutes
December 10, 2024

Chairman Williams called the meeting to order at 4:03pm

Roll Call

Present: Trent Williams, Robert Cooper, Frank Sanders, Cliftine Jones, Olufemi Abayomi-Paul, Alvin
Jackson, Keith Klein, Anthony Bolling

Absent: May Chan, John Woods

Chairman’s Report

The Chairman welcomed the public members Tanja Castro and Phil Applebaum.

The Chairman emphasized that during the upcoming holiday season that Commissioners and Hearing
Examiners complete decisions and meet the statutory deadlines. He recommended for those who do
not already, to download the Outlook app on their phones so they remain in contact and quickly
approve or dissent decisions.

Executive Director Report

The Executive Director echoed the Chairman’s comments and reminded Commissioners and Hearing
Examiners that at the current pace of scheduling, hearings are due to conclude in late January. This
means that there should be a priority to be present for scheduled hearings and complete decisions as
quickly and efficiently as possible.

How to Appeal
N/a - No public attendants requested this presentation

Public Comments

Mr. Applebaum questioned if panelists need to have their video on during hearings. The Chairman
stated that RPTAC panelists are required to have their cameras on when asking a question and
encouraged to have them on during the whole hearing. Mr. Applebaum inquired if that requirement
is the same for OTR assessors. The Chairman stated that RPTAC does not have jurisdiction on how
OTR assessors attend except that they do so either telephonically or virtually; RPTAC cannot require
OTR assessors to turn on their cameras.
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Mr. Applebaum also inquired the protocol to swear in a witness on behalf of the petitioner? The
Chairman stated there is no formal process, but the representative can introduce the witness and put
their testimony on the record. The Vice Chairman commented that as part of the petitioner’s appeal
submission they sign on the bottom swearing their statement and submitted evidence are “true,
best, and complete” as part of their submission.

Ms. Castro asked if subsequent to filing a petition with RPTAC and there is an ownership change what
is the protocol to proceed with representation?

The Chairman stated that authorization must come from the new owner. It is the new owner’s
decision as to whether or not the same appeal is pursued and with the same representative.

Commissioner Sanders motioned to adjourn and Hearing Examiner Klein seconded the motion.

Meeting Adjourned at 4:46pm



